
Become a Partner for Safe Communities 

 

No one needs to be told the national, Maine and local economies have been making it harder for 

nearly everyone to make ends meet, and impossible for the most vulnerable, the young, the old, 

the poor, and the chronically ill. 

Our culture has not only failed to teach us how we can live well in our relationships with one 

another, it has promoted an obsession with ourselves and our own lives. Electronic media, 

including television, the internet, movies, music, video games, and cell phones, have been 

weakening our connections with each other, and drawing us deeper into a norm of isolation. 

Conflict flourishes in these conditions. Power is up for grabs, and abused “to get what I want”. 

Addictions to our desires, for comfort, food, alcohol and drugs, sex, power, money, 

entertainment, approval, you name it- spread like weeds while fostering abuse of others. 

Anyone wanting to do something about all this would naturally feel overwhelmed, even helpless. 

For several years, members of your families, friends and neighbors have come together quietly to 

mobilize their gifts and talents, and to form alliances with people who can help, so all of us can 

see and do our part to build safe and caring communities in these places we call home: 

Bucksport, Orland, Prospect and Verona Island. 

On May 15 in the morning (9am-noon) and again that evening (5:30- 8:30pm), at the Jewett 

Community Center, the Bucksport Bay Healthy Communities Coalition will offer a free three 

hour training for anyone willing to become a partner with all of us who want to build safe and 

caring communities. Ongoing support for the partners in this mission is planned for the future. 

Professionals from the Next Step Domestic Violence Project (Kelly Brown), the Atlantic Mental 

Health Center’s Sexual Assault Services (Jodi Leach), and Legal Services for the Elderly (Julie 

Mallett) will present the training. 

If you know someone casually or intimately, who is vulnerable, or in the midst of abuses of 

power in their relationships, i.e. domestic violence in all its forms- emotional, physical, neglect, 

bullying, isolation and control; sexual manipulation, control or assault; or financial exploitation, 

neglect, theft of medication, isolation and abuse of the elderly, then this training will empower 

you to help as a bridge to the agencies and professionals who can protect and lead these people 

you know to safety. 

Anyone who wants to become a Safe Community Partner is invited to this training, particularly 

business owners, health care professionals, bank tellers, clergy, Town Office workers, 

beauticians, bar tenders, coaches and others who will meet or know people in need. 

Each person whose life is made safer, will also offer those who are offending, a choice of losing 

freedom or a path of recovery. People who can live safely will in turn spread a light of caring 

among family and friends. This light will grow brighter and brighter with every life that is 

touched by the growing numbers of Partners for Safe Communities. 



Are you a Safe Communities Partner? Please join us for this exciting caring mission. Call James 

Bradney at 469-6682 to register for this free training or with your questions. Finally, if you 

would like to support this mission financially, you may send your tax-deductible contributions to 

the Bucksport Bay Healthy Communities Coalition, 66 Bridge Street, Bucksport , ME 04416. 

 

Tom Gaffney, Psy.D. 

Chairperson and President 

Bucksport Bay Healthy Communities Coalition 

469-2255 

drtomgaffney@gmail.com 
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